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Abstract ; Circulating tumor cells (CTCs) refers to tumor cells that break away from the primary site and
enter the vascular system. CTCs are rare and difficult to detect. Studies have confirmed that folate receptor
(FR) is generally highly expressed on the surface of most tumor cells, but hardly expressed in normal blood.
Therefore, FR has become an ideal target for detecting the CTCs and has been used in the early diagnosis and
efficacy monitoring of various solid tumors. This article reviews the progress of clinical research on folate

receptor- positive circulating tumor cells analysis, and explores its potential application prospect in malignant

pleural effusion (MPE).
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